SENIOR COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes	                                  Tuesday September 19, 2023                        Aiken, South Carolina
Present: Scott Truitt, Aimee Hanna, Bonita Peele, Margaret Kopp, and Laura Thomas
Staff Present: Rasheka Gaines, Lucas West, and Mary Lawton
Absent: William  Price and Kathy Heath
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Chairperson Aimee Hanna called the meeting to order at 9:08 a.m. and asked for any deletions or additions to the agenda. There were none. 
Chairperson Hanna asked to consider the July 18, 2023 meeting minutes. Commissioner Kopp motioned to approve the minutes, and Commissioner Truitt seconded. All approved 5-0.
Welcome & Introductions: 
Mary Lawton, City of Aiken Capital Projects Sales Tax Manager, was introduced to the commission.
Old Business:
Smith-Hazel Project Update
Mary Lawton explained the interior and exterior work that will be done at Smith-Hazel Recreation Center and an explanation of funding. The interior and exterior remodeling details included ADA bathrooms in the lobby and gym, a fitness room, senior room, two outdoor basketball courts, tennis courts, shelter, and a new playground.
Co-Chair Election
Chairperson Hanna asked to consider Laura Thomas as the Co-Chair for the Senior Commission. Commissioner Truitt motioned to approve, and Commissioner Kopp seconded. All approved 5-0. Laura Thomas is the new Co-Chair for the Senior Commission
Strategic Plan Goal (2.2) 
Ms. Gaines reviewed the strategic plan goal (2.2). The Commissioners discussed possible speakers for the following year's meeting, including a South Carolina Department on Aging representative and the new City of Aiken Mayor Teddy Milner. 
Caregiver Luncheon:
The caregiver luncheon will occur October 12, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 2023 at the Lessie B. Price, Aiken Senior & Youth Center with Lori Comshaw and Montrese Edwards presentations. Registration will begin on September 12, 2023, and ends on October 8, 2023. Flyers for the Caregiver luncheon were presented and discussed. Commissioners discussed the event sponsors, and the order of the event. The commission asks for a brief bio for each speaker and discusses the roles of each commissioner at the event. Chairperson Hanna will do the welcome, Commissioner Peele and Kopp will be at the check-in table, and Commissioner Truitt will introduce the speakers.
New Business:
The 2024 Senior Commission dates were discussed, and the Commissioners agreed to keep the same schedule for 2024. Senior Commission will meet on the third Tuesday of every other month starting in January 2024.

Issues, Comments, and Announcements:
Lucas West shared information on upcoming and past PRT programs/events and staff updates, including Senior Fun Day, 4L’s series on basic computer skills, Touch-A-Truck, Take-A-Hike, Game Night, Trunk-or-Treat, Turkey Tourney, and Christmas Craft Show. Also, Mr. West announced Ms. Rasheka Gaines received the South Carolina Recreation & Parks Association Central District Merit Award.
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:23 a.m.

