      SENIOR COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes	                                       Tuesday January 24, 2023                  Aiken, South Carolina

Present:	Bonita Peele, Aimee Hanna, Chrissa Matthews, Scott Truitt, Margaret Kopp, and William Price

Staff Present:	Rasheka Gaines and Lucas West

Chairperson Aimee Hanna called the meeting to order at 9:06 am and asked for any deletions or additions to the agenda. Ms. Gaines deleted welcome of Kathleen Hutto from the agenda. 

Chairperson Hanna asked to consider the minutes for the November 15, 2022 meeting. Commissioner Kopp motioned to approve the minutes, and Commissioner Price seconded. All approved. 
	
New business began with a review of goal 3 under the strategic plan. Strategy 3.2, Communicate the Recreational opportunities available to seniors. Action 3.2.1 Continue regular bulletin on recreation and leisure activities. Ms. Gaines stated PRT will continue to market programs on our marquees, in the Aiken Report that goes to the citizens, and on our community boards. We will continue to look at it quarterly. Action 3.2.2 Press release to the Aiken Standard. Ms. Gaines stated that every program that we have gets a press release sent to the Aiken Standard. Also, Ms. Gaines mention that we have added over 60 churches to our press release list. Action 3.2.3 Include ad related to seniors on channel 4. Ms. Gaines inform the group the City of Aiken now has the 4Aiken app available for download on Roku sticks and Apple TV. Ms. Gaines stated we also put information in the Aiken Report under a section called “Don’t miss this” and in some facilities used a software called bright sign to advertise many programs and events. Ms. Gaines stated we also use social media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter to market programs, but we do not use TikTok or Snapchat yet. We will be hiring a marketing coordinator soon. Ms. Gaines informed the commission to also reach seniors in the community staff at the Lessie B. Price Center has had volunteers called seniors to inform them of upcoming events which has help filled programs such as the 4L’s Series. For action 3.2.4 Include in the City of Aiken Monthly Report to customers and action 3.2.5 Utilize the existing Electronic communication boards to publicize senior events and information Ms. Gaines told the commission we will continue to do those and hope to add electronic communication boards to other facilities as well. Strategy 3.3 Publicize available transportation to these activities – Action 3.3.1 Update transportation information summary document and 3.3.2 Disseminate the transportation document. Chairperson Hanna stated at the last meeting the commission thought Lower Savannah Council of Government was in the Transportation directory, but she look into it and that wasn’t the case. Ms. Gaines stated we will continue to look for the transportation document. Chairperson Hanna also gave an update on the new Saturday bus service ASLS started in September 2022 that is free to the public. Chairperson Hanna stated that service has really grown and they are currently using two buses. Chairperson ask about an update on the new senior commission member to replace Ginger and Ms. Gaines inform the commission that City Council knows and it may take few meetings before they have a replacement..

Old business began with discussion on transportation. Chairperson Hanna shared details about the program for those who are disabled called Dial-A-Rid and it cost $6 for a round trip. Chairperson Hanna stated the requirements for Dial-A-Ride customer must be disable and live ¾ of a mile from the Best Friend Express route and the best friend runs from the Southside of Aiken to Augusta, GA. Old business continue and  the commission started discussing the non-profit event – During the discussion about the nonprofit event the commission determine. The event will take place June 14, 2023 at Aiken Senior Life Services and they would like to provide breakfast pastries and would like to give away 4 gift cards and the seniors do not have to be present to win. Commissioner Matthews will work on the press release and Chairperson Hanna will have her marketing person design the flyer and have it ready for review at the next Senior Commission meeting in March. 

Old business continued with a project update by Ms. Gaines on the Smith-Hazel Recreation Center outdoor renovations. Ms. Gaines gave the overview of the project and inform the commission that we had public input meeting to get feedback on what the community would like to see. Ms. Gaines went through Phase 1 and Options A and B and explained the difference.
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Lucas West shared information on upcoming and past PRT programs, events, and staff updates including job opening for a marketing coordinator, Christmas in Hopelands, 4L’s, and Black History Concert.

With no further business, Chairperson Hanna ended the meeting at 10:30 am.
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