RECREATION COMMISSION
Minutes	Tuesday, October 17, 2023	Aiken, South Carolina

Present: Chairperson Suzy Haslup, Vice Chairperson Lori Comshaw, Commissioners John Wallace and John Pettigrew

Others Present: City Staff – Seth Holley, Bret Howell, Alex Meyers, and Matt Crews

Absent: Commissioners Melissa Viola, Charles Cummings, and Susan Schifer

Chairperson Haslup called the meeting to order at 5:32 pm and asked for any deletions or additions to the agenda. Nothing was added to the agenda. 

Under welcome and introductions, Matt Crews introduced himself and discussed his background as an employee at the City of Aiken. 

Chairperson Haslup asked for consideration of the minutes from the August 15, 2023, meeting. Vice Chairperson Comshaw motioned to approve, and Commissioner Wallace seconded. The minutes for August 15 were approved with 4 a yes. 

Under Presentations, Mr. Meyers presented a review of the CAPRA Accreditation that the PRT Department was awarded in October. Mr. Meyers presented information about the CAPRA standards and the steps the Department took in order to achieve Accreditation. Commissioner Pettigrew asked a question regarding the external funding and cost reductions that are a benefit of CAPRA. Mr. Meyers explained that benefit in further detail, expanding on the benefits that CAPRA Accreditation can provide in future endeavors regarding funding and costs. Vice Chairperson Comshaw asked a question in reference to how was City staff notified that Accreditation had been granted. Mr. Meyers explained how staff was notified at the NRPA Conference in Dallas and showed a video clip of the conference. Chairperson Haslup asked about Mr. Meyers’ role moving forward with the PRT Department now that CAPRA Accreditation has been achieved. Mr. Meyers answered by explaining the process for Reaccreditation that the PRT Department will be working towards over the next five years. 

Under old business, Mr. Holley reviewed sections 2.1, 2.2, and 2.3 of the Recreation Commission Strategic Plan, which relate to the plan to enhance and expand the recreation facilities and equipment at existing PRT Facilities. 

Continuing under old business, Mr. Holley delivered updates on the projects at Smith-Hazel Recreation Center, stating that Smith-Hazel would be fully closed during renovations. Mr. Holley then explained that staff and programs for Smith-Hazel will be relocated to other facilities during the renovations. Commissioner Pettigrew asked a question about the plans to update Odell Weeks and Virginia Acres Park. Mr. Holley explained the capital project sales tax funding, and stated that there is still a plan in place to update Odell Weeks and Virginia Acres Park. 
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Chairperson Haslup asked for a review of PRT programs, events, and staff updates. Mr. Holley shared highlights and updates from the Tourism, Recreation, Parks, and Athletics divisions. Highlights included numbers on Fall Camp, Fall Sports, Christmas Craft Show, Take-a-Hike, several tournaments for Athletics and Tennis as well as upcoming events, league offerings, and exhibits. 

Under New Business, applications for Youth Commissioner were distributed and reviewed. Chairperson Haslup asked that a spreadsheet be made to calculate the top four candidates and that each applicant be contacted to confirm their interest and grade level. Chairperson Haslup then asked about volunteering for Christmas-in-Hopelands one night as opposed to holding the December meeting. Vice Chairperson Comshaw and Commissioners Wallace and Pettigrew all agreed that they would want to volunteer in place of the meeting. Chairperson Haslup then asked staff to send out an email to all of the Recreation Commissioners about volunteering on the night of December 19. Chairperson Haslup then asked if there was any opposition to continuing to hold Commission meetings on the third Tuesday of every month. Vice Chairperson Comshaw and Commissioners Wallace and Pettigrew all agreed that it was best to keep the same schedule for 2024. Chairperson Haslup then asked staff to email out the dates for 2024 to the Commissioners. 

With no further business, Chairperson Haslup asked for a motion to adjourn. Vice Chairperson Comshaw motioned to adjourn with a second from Commissioner John Wallace, the meeting concluded at 6:47 pm. The next meeting is scheduled for December 19, 2023.

