RECREATION COMMISSION
Minutes	Tuesday, August 15, 2023	Aiken, South Carolina

Present: Vice Chairperson Lori Comshaw, Commissioners Susan Schifer, John Wallace, and Charles Cummings

Others Present: City Staff – Jessica Campbell, Bret Howell, and Drew Epps

Absent: Chairperson Suzy Haslup, Commissioners John Pettigrew and Melissa Viola

Vice Chairperson Comshaw called the meeting to order at 5:33 pm and asked for any deletions or additions to the agenda. Nothing was added to the agenda. 

Under welcome and introductions, Drew Epps introduced himself and discussed his background as an employee at the City of Aiken. 

Vice Chairperson Comshaw asked for consideration of the minutes from the May 16, 2023, meeting. Commissioner Schifer motioned to approve, and Commissioner Wallace seconded. The minutes for May 16 were approved with 4 a yes. 

Under New Business, an update was provided on the applications for new Youth Influencers by Mr. Howell. Vice Chairperson Comshaw added an explanation of the background of the Youth Influencers position. Vice Chairperson Comshaw recommended reverting back to the name of Junior Commissioners. 

Under old business, Mr. Howell reviewed sections 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, and 1.4 of the Recreation Commission Strategic Plan, which relate to the implementation of the PRT Masterplan and update of needs assessment. Director Campbell provided an update on the CAPRA Accreditation the department has been working toward, which relates to Goal 1.2.  Director Campbell stated that the department would be awarded the Accreditation at the NRPA conference in October. Director Campbell concluded with recommending that a topic for the October Recreation Commission meeting should be the discussion of community rollout of the department’s CAPRA Accreditation status. Director Campbell then discussed Goal 1.4, which relates to the updating of the master plan for Generations Park. 

Continuing under old business, Director Campbell delivered updates on the projects at Smith-Hazel Recreation Center. Smith-Hazel renovation is slated to begin work on Phase 1 in winter of 2023. Commissioner Cummings raised a question about the dead spots in the gym floor at Smith-Hazel. Director Campbell provided an explanation on the scope of the work that will be performed at Smith-Hazel with the Phase 1 renovation. Director Campbell then explained that the gym floor is scheduled to be re-surfaced this year, and that during that project the City will have the contractor offer an estimate on what work will need to be done to repair the dead spots in the gym floor. Vice Chairperson Comshaw asked for an update on how the removal of the slide at the Smith-Hazel Pool went this Summer. Director Campbell explained that the only closures of the pool were those related to inclement weather and that the slide was not brought up as an issue. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Vice Chairperson Comshaw asked for a review of PRT programs, events, and staff updates. Mr. Howell shared highlights and updates from the Tourism, Recreation, Parks, and Athletics divisions. Highlights included numbers on Day Camp, Game Night, Pool Attendance, Fall Sports, several tournaments for Athletics and Tennis as well as upcoming events, league offerings, and exhibits. Commissioner Wallace asked about the process for having an engraving added to the Weeks walking trail as a memorial for a friend. Director Campbell answered Commissioner Wallace by providing an explanation of the process to make that request. Commissioner Schifer then asked for some clarity on the Youth Pickleball League flyer. Mr. Howell explained the plan for the Youth Pickleball League. Commissioner Wallace then asked a final question, relating to a discussion of changing of the December meeting date for 2024. The Commissioners agreed that it would be a good thing to discuss at the next meeting. 

With no further business, Vice Chairperson Comshaw motioned to adjourn. With a second from Commissioner Susan Schifer, the meeting concluded at 6:26 pm. The next meeting is scheduled for October 17, 2023.

